This fourth volume of solo compositions played by the Russian-born pianist Jascha Spivakovsky features an array of
recordings made over a nearly two-decade period from both radio broadcasts and home performances, revealing
astounding pianism from a remarkable artist who, despite a brilliant concert career, never made commercial solo
records.

As with the Bach works featured on Volumes 1 and 2 in this series, Spivakovsky’s 1948 account of the Fantasia in C
Minor showcases his crystalline sonority, rhythmic vitality, and transparent voicing. Jascha was not one to give
academic performances, and his spirited pianism is on display here with vibrant momentum without any
compromise in rhythmic precision.

Five Beethoven Sonatas were released in earlier volumes and we now get to hear Spivakovsky’s impassioned Sonata
in A-Flat Major Op.110 from a radio broadcast ca.1952. The first movement is clearly textured and beautifully
polished, with singing tone, pristine balance between voices, and some dramatic strokes that emphasize the
structure of Beethoven’s writing. The brisk second movement features tightly voiced chords, with accents adding
gravitas and emotion while lyricism is sustained in the melodic line. The opening Adagio ma non troppo of the third
movement is reverentially played, while the voicing of the fugal writing of the Allegro ma non troppo is exquisitely
clear, the magnificent interplay of voices building as the work draws to a climactic close.

The Chopin selections presented here are some that Spivakovsky would occasionally group together in his actual
recital programs. First is a radio broadcast ca.1955 of the Impromptu No.1 that bubbles with rhythmic verve and
momentum while balancing fluid phrasing and crisp precision. Then, three Etudes recorded in 1963 on
Spivakovsky’s own Steinway feature magnificent playing that is appreciable despite the somewhat distant
microphone placement. Jascha believed that the ‘Revolutionary’ Etude Op.10 No.12 was often played as a
‘fortissimo frenzy’ because of its name; with mindful timing and attention to dynamic variation, Spivakovsky builds
passion and tension while sustaining clarity in both hands so as to emphasize the work’s lyrical and emotional
dimensions. The Etude Op.25 No.2 features more of Jascha’s poised voicing, each note in the left hand becoming
part of a long line while the figurations of the right hand are beautifully shaped. The ‘Butterfly’ Etude Op.25 No.9
has a delightful bounce that brings great rhythmic vitality to his reading, the melody consistently phrased across the
octaves in the right hand. While the Bolero Op.19 is not one of Chopin’s most popular works, Spivakovsky’s 1966
home performance is superb, its expansive phrasing and elegant timing highlighting the work’s lyrical richness and
dancelike nature: what joy and charm emerge with his well-defined articulation and tasteful rubato!

The pinnacle of this release is a 1954 broadcast recording of Schumann’s Carnaval, a towering performance that
characterizes to perfection the varied moods of every movement (albeit occasionally punctuated by car horns
outside the Melbourne radio studio). Lyrical sections are fluidly phrased and emotively timed while more playful
movements feature a rhythmic lilt and deft articulation, each piece brought to life through Spivakovsky’s musical
intellect and responsive pianistic mastery ... a thrilling conclusion to another series of stupendous performances by
a master pianist of the Romantic tradition.

Mark Ainley
© and O 2018 Pristine Audio & The Spivakovsky Jubilee
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[1] BACH Fantasia in C Minor, BWV 906 (s:05)

BEETHOVEN Piano Sonata No. 31 in A flat major, Op. 110
1st mvt. - Moderato cantabile molto espressivo (6:43)

(5] 2nd’'mvt. - Allegro molto (2:00)

3rd mvt. - Adagio ma non troppo - Arioso dolente - Fuga. Allegro ma non troppo (10:13)

CHOPIN Impromptu No.1 in A Flat, Op.29 (4:34)
CHOPIN 'Revolutionary' Etude Op.10, No.12 (3:07)

[Z] CHOPIN Etude Op.25, No.2 (1:43)
CHOPIN 'Butterfly' Etude Op.25, No.9 (1:05)
[5] CHOPIN Bolero Op.19 (s:51)

SCHUMANN Carnaval, Op. 9
[ Préambule (2:10)
[ Pierrot (1:05)

Arlequin (1:18)

Valse noble (1:24)

Eusebius (1:52)

Coquette (1:12)
[@ Réplique (0:52)

Sphinxes (0:29)

AS.CH.-S.CH.A. (Lettres dansantes) (0:57)

Jascha Spivakovsky _piano
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21] Chiarina (1:23)

Chopin (1:38)

Estrella (0:26)
Reconnaissance (1:53)
Pantalon et Colombine (0:59)
Valse allemande (0:55)
Paganini: Intermezzo (1:15)
Aveu (1:03)

Promenade (2:08)
BJ Pause (0:18)
B Marche des Davidsbiindler contre les Philistins (3:21)
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Total running time: 71:30
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